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Europe Direct Florence, relay of the EU’s Europe Direct information and communication service, in cooperation with the Nerbini publishing company, announces the first edition of the "IMAGO EUROPAE” contest, which this year is dedicated to the theme of Intercultural Dialogue.

 
The competition is divided in three sections: 

1. "With the Words" novel and short story, 

2. "With the Eyes": photography, 

3. "With the Ideas": gadget design. 

1. Aims and Topics 

Europe’s rich cultural diversity has been lately increasing, thanks to the UE’s Enlargement process and to the growing intermingling of cultures, languages, and traditions brought by the globalisation. Consequently, multiculturalism is going to be both a fact and a perspective of our future societies, affecting our lives, values and identities.

The 2008 has been designated European Year of Intercultural Dialogue. 

The European Year of Intercultural Dialogue (AEDI) 2008 recognizes the fact that the great cultural diversity is a unique advantage, as it will encourage all those who live in Europe to explore the benefits of our rich cultural heritage, as well as opportunities learn from different cultural traditions.
The intercultural dialogue is understood as a process in which those living in the EU can improve their ability to adapt to a more open environment cultural but also more complex when, in the various Member States and also within each of them, coexist cultural identities and different beliefs.

The aim is to respect and promote cultural diversity in Europe, improving coexistence and helping to create a European citizenship active and open to the world based on common values.

The purpose of this contest is to focus on the importance of intercultural dialogue in the following themes: discrimination and social exclusion, racism and xenophobia, asylum and integration of immigrants, human rights and sustainable development. 

The contestants should inspire their works to the above themes and offer an original contribution both in terms of the specific section chosen (literary, artistic and design) and the European dimension of intercultural dialogue as essential step in the process of European integration

2. Participation in the Contest

Anyone is free to participate, if he/she is at least 16 years old and resident in one of the EU member states or one of the Mediterranean countries (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey). Participants may choose to register in one or more sections, but he/she is allowed to send only one work per section.

.

3. Works’ requirements 

The works submitted have to be: a) original and full property of the author; b) not published or issued in any form; c) never rewarded in other contests.

4. Terms and modalities of participation

The works will has to be sent only and exclusively by e-mail to imagoeuropae@comune.fi.it no later than April 6, 2008 and must be accompanied by the entry form. The contestants are request to fill in the attached participation form (Annex 1) with their data, and they must entitle their work with the same title provided in the form.

The works received after the deadline or not conforming to the above rules will be rejected and excluded from the contest.

5. Jury

A selection committee, appointed by Europe Direct Florence, will select 10 works for each  section within sixty days from the deadline.

Three special juries composed of qualified experts will select the section’s winner. The opinion of the jury is definitive and can’t be overruled. The jury reserves the right to not award all prizes. Failure to comply with any rule constitutes grounds for the exclusion from the award. 

All the competition’s phases including partial and final results will be published immediately on the Europe Direct Florence’s web site. The finalists in each section will be contacted by e-mail.

6. Selection and Evaluation

The evaluation of the works will take into account the following parameters: correlation to the theme proposed, artistic value, originality of the work. 

7. Award

The organization will promote the contest in the web, press and other media.  The winner of each category will receive a prize of € 500,00. The award ceremony  will take place in a public event, while the works will be published on the web sites www.europedirectfirenze.eu ; www.europedirecttoscana.eu . A contest’s catalogue collecting the best stories and pictures  will be published by Nerbini, while Europe Direct Firenze will produce the winning gadget’s project.

8. Copyrights

Europe Direct Firenze will be entitled to the 50% of the copyright property of all the submitted works. In case of revenues from publishing, production and exhibition of works, all profits will be divided equally between the author and the Europe Direct Firenze. No economic right can be claimed by the author in case of use of the submitted work for free promotion activities. 

The 50% of copyright property will be entitled to Europe Direct Firenze for 5 years, and tacitly renewable for the same period of time at the end of each 5 years period. During this period, any activity concerning the exploitation of the work is possible only with the explicit consent of Europe Direct Firenze and the author.

9. Liability

Candidates are guarantors of originality and ownership of their projects and, by participating in this initiative, implicitly accept the rules of this notice and authorize the organization to the processing of their personal data in accordance with Italian Law on Privacy, D.L. 196/2003.

10. Secretariat of the Competition

Further information and assistance you can be obtained by contacting Europe Direct Florence, tel. 0039 055 2616797/98 – email imagoeuropae@comune.fi.it 

Florence, 6th of February 2008

Section “With your words”: Participation Requirements

1. Object

An original short -story, property of the author, never awarded nor published before. The story will explore every dimension of the value of intercultural dialogue or highlight problems or crises resulting from its absence.

2.  Requirements

The works must be written in Italian. The extension must be between 40,000 and 60,000 characters (including spaces). The works should not be signed, nor should be attributed to the author but should carry the mandatory title.

3. Selection criteria

The evaluation of the works will take due account of the following parameters: correlation to the theme proposed, literary value, originality of the artwork.

Section “With your eyes”: Participation Requirements
1. Object

The picture’s subject should capture your vision of intercultural dialogue. Inspiration for the topic could be found in the fields of education, religion, migration, science, culture, minority groups or youth. 

2. Photo Requirements 

It’s possible to explore the possibility of retouching and editing your photos, or making photo collages and montages. No copyrighted material may be used in the entries. Contributions must have a title (in Italian or English) and can include a short explanation using a maximum of 150 words (in Italian or English). Photos must be submitted digitally by email in the following format: 2480 x 3508 - 72dpi in jpeg. No more than 2 MB. But the high resolution master copy (300 dpi) has to be available after the selection. 

3. Selection criteria

The jury will select one winner based on the following considerations:

· Interpretation and portrayal of the topic "Intercultural Dialogue" 

· Creativity and originality of expression

· Photocomposition: clarity of message

· Universal appeal of the image(s) 

· Ability to catch the viewer’s attention

Section “With your ideas”: Participation Requirements
1. Object 

Each competitor has to submit the design of an object that evokes an idea or a symbol of intercultural dialogue. The object may be only decorative or customary. The items must be free and original. The candidate needs to take into account and submit the following notes: cost of implementation and the features which facilitates the potential mass production of the product.

2. Requirements

For each project, send n. 3 gadget’s images (2480 x 3508 at 72dpi in jpg format) containing the project’s drawings and design. At least one of them has to contain the product’s measures and materials, in order to make possible the potential production of the prototype. For each project attach a brief report (max 2000 characters) in Italian or English, describing the motivations and characteristics of the project, including materials and any other data deemed necessary for its implementation.
3. Selection criteria

The evaluation of the works will take in due account the following parameters: expressive capacity of the idea, style and functionality and a touch of originality.
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